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equation; that is, how do you deal with
all of this lost revenue and the need to
fund our schools and education?

We really need to deal with both
issues. I agree with the extension of
the moratorium. What I propose is that
we extend the moratorium to next
June 30, do that immediately—I will
propose a unanimous consent request
when I send this to the desk—and be-
tween now and then, ask all of the
sides involved to get serious and get
this done, develop a compact we can
work on together, and therefore re-
quire simplification of local tax sys-
tems and allow the State and local gov-
ernments to enforce collection.

My colleague, Senator ENzI from Wy-
oming, with whom I have worked, as
well as Senator VOINOVICH, Senator
WYDEN, Senator MCcCAIN, Senator
GRAHAM of Florida, and many others
have worked on this issue for a long
while. We have not met success at this
point. But Senator ENZzI has been work-
ing very hard on it and another ap-
proach that would have a longer exten-
sion but would establish a more con-
crete system by which the State and
local governments could develop a
compact.

I am going to be a cosponsor of that
proposal. I know he is working with
other colleagues on it. I think that is
good work as well. In the interim, I
didn’t want people to think that those
of us who were working to solve both
problems here—and there are two prob-
lems—were insensitive to the need to
extend the moratorium. For that rea-
son, I propose today that we extend the
moratorium to next June 30. I will ask
unanimous consent to do so, and I will
send S. 1504 to the desk.

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 1504

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Commerce
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. 1504, the Internet
tax moratorium bill; that the Senate
then proceed to its immediate consid-
eration, that the bill be read three
times, passed, and the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table with no in-
tervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, I will state the
objection that I understand will be
raised, but let me assure my colleague
and friend that there is an interest on
both sides of the aisle to extend the
moratorium, maybe with not this pre-
cise language, maybe it would be the
Enzi proposal, maybe it would be some-
thing Senators ALLARD and MCCAIN
and others are working on. We will try
to work with you to make sure the
moratorium is extended. At this par-
ticular time, an objection will be
raised.

Mr. President, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.
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Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, let me
say that I understood there would be
an objection. We will now experience a
circumstance where the moratorium
expires on Sunday. My expectation is
that will not have much material im-
pact on what or what might not happen
in the country in the intervening days.

It is my hope that all of us who have
worked on this can reach an agreement
on how to do a number of these things.
I don’t want to retard the ability of re-
mote sellers, catalogs, Internet, or
other devices; I don’t want to retard
their ability to use that marketing
strategy to enhance commerce in this
country. I don’t want to burden them
in a way that would be unfair.

By the same token, we have this
growth of remote sales by enterprises
that, in many cases, have grown very
large but have very few locations and
use the mail and Internet transactions
with which to conduct business; much
of the commerce is then outside of the
ability of State and local governments
to receive the sales and use tax from
that commerce just as other trans-
actions would require.

That doesn’t mean that when you
buy something over the Internet, or
from a catalog, it is tax free; it is not.
A use tax is required to be paid, but al-
most no one pays it.

Some would make the case that, for
example, those who want to solve this
problem are talking about a new tax.
Nothing could be further from the
truth. There is already a tax on these
transactions. It is not paid because it
is horribly complicated for individual
citizens to find a use tax form and sub-
mit a use tax to Oklahoma, or North
Dakota, or Virginia, and say, by the
way, I bought a shirt, or shoes, or a
tool set, and here is the use tax I owe
because the sales tax wasn’t collected
when I purchased it.

Because of that set of circumstances,
we believed it would be better for the
seller and the buyer to find a way to
collect that, remit that to the coffers
of State and local governments. It is
used largely for education and improv-
ing and strengthening our schools, and
we believe it would be important to do
that.

We are trying to solve several prob-
lems. I believe at the end of the day we
will extend this moratorium. I wish we
had done it today. We will extend this
moratorium. My colleague from Wyo-
ming would make permanent the mora-
torium on taxing access. I will support
that. We will extend the moratorium.
If we are doing the right thing, I think
we will at the same time begin to ad-
dress the second part of the issue on
behalf of the Governors, mayors, State
legislators, States, school administra-
tors, and all the folks who care about
that.

On the other side, we are going to ad-
dress the question of complexity on be-
half of the remote sellers. They are not
just whistling in the dark here. This is
a real problem and a serious problem
that we have to address. We are dealing
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with both sides of the equation. I sup-
port addressing both sides in a
thoughtful and sensible way.

Again, I understand why an objection
was raised, although I regret that it
was made. I wish we had been able to
extend the moratorium today. I want
everybody to understand that there is
no division in the Senate, in my judg-
ment, about whether the moratorium
should be extended; it is how long, and
should we do it without trying to find
a way to buckle up the other part of
the solution. We ought to, in my judg-
ment, deal with both sets of problems
at the same time.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon is recognized.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, as the
Senate sponsor of the Internet tax free-
dom bill, I appreciate a chance to set
the record straight about exactly what
this law is.

For example, it is continually cited
that the Internet tax freedom law cre-
ates a kind of Cayman Islands for the
Internet, where you can’t collect taxes.
That is not right. The only thing the
Internet tax freedom law does is it
bans discriminatory taxes. You can tax
the Internet; you just must do to the
offline world what you do to the online
world. That is No. 1.

No. 2, not a single jurisdiction in this
country—not even one—has been able
to show any evidence that they have
been hurt by their inability to impose
discriminatory taxes on electronic
commerce. We are constantly told by
the mayors and Governors in some ju-
risdictions that they have been hurt.
We have repeatedly asked for the evi-
dence, and there has been none forth-
coming.

I have made it clear that I am very
anxious to work with the mayors and
Governors on this issue. I was not
aware there was going to be an effort
to extend the moratorium today for
just a few months, because we have had
these negotiations now for 18 months
in an effort to try to bring the parties
together. I want to make it clear that
I am anxious to continue those nego-
tiations.

No. 3, there is absolutely nothing in
current law that prohibits States and
localities from collecting revenue that
is owed to them. There is nothing in
the Internet Tax Freedom Act that
bars them from doing that. I just hope
that as we make this effort to bring to-
gether technology companies, States,
localities, and the mayors, we can rec-
ognize that it is possible today under
current law to collect all taxes owed.
The reason it is not done is, A, the
technology doesn’t exist to do it in a
fashion that would not burden business
and, B, a lot of the mayors and Gov-
ernors don’t want the political heat as-
sociated with collecting those taxes.
Probably most illustrative of this point
is what former Governor Celucci of
Massachusetts, now Ambassador to
Canada, said: Look, I am not going to
put people on the border of Massachu-
setts to chase people down coming



